:: Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev ::
On Prayer, Part XXIV: “Hallowed be Thy Name”
What do the words “Hallowed be Thy Name” mean? The Name of God is already
holy in itself, bearing within itself the force of holiness, spiritual strength, and the presence of
God. Why do we need to pray in these words? Could it really be that the Name of God won’t
remain holy if we don’t say “Hallowed be Thy Name”?
When we say “Hallowed be Thy Name,” we primarily have in mind that the Name of
God should be hallowed, that is, be revealed as holy through us, Christians, through our
spiritual life. The Apostle Paul, addressing the unworthy Christians of his time, said: For the
name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written (Romans 2:24). These are
very important words. They speak of our discrepancy with the spiritual-moral norm that is
contained in the Gospel and according to which we, Christians, are obliged to live. This
discrepancy is, perhaps, one of the main tragedies both for us as Christians and for the entire
Christian Church.
The Church possesses holiness, because it is built on the Name of God, which itself is
holy. Members of the Church are far from consistent with the norms that the Church
advances. One often hears reproaches – and rightly so – addressed to Christians: “How can
you prove the existence of God, if you yourself live no better – and sometimes even worse –
than pagans and atheists? How do you reconcile faith in God with unworthy actions?” Thus,
each one of us should ask ourselves daily: “Do I correspond as a Christian to the ideal of the
Gospel? Is the Name of God hallowed or blasphemed by me? Am I an example of a true
Christian, who has love, humility, meekness, and mercy? Or am I an example of the opposite
of these virtues?”
Often people turn to priests with the question: “What should I do to bring my son
(daughter, husband, mother, father) to church? I talk to them about God, but they don’t want
to listen.” The problem is that it isn’t enough just to talk about God. When someone who has
become a believer tries to convert others to his faith, especially those close to him, with the
help of words, persuasion, and sometimes even coercion, urging them to pray or go to church,
this often leads to the opposite result: his neighbors reject everything ecclesial and spiritual. We
can bring people to the Church only when we ourselves become true Christians; when they,
looking at us, can say: “Yes, now I understand what Christian faith can do for someone, how it
can change and transform him; I will begin to believe in God, because I see how Christians
differ from non-Christians.
Source: www.pravmir.com

St. George Orthodox Church
of Spring Valley
211 E. Minnesota St., Spring Valley, IL 61362
www.stgeorgeorthodox.org
815-664-4540 (church office)
Pastor: Father Andrew Kishler
frandrew@stgeorgeorthodox.org
773-575-3272 (cell)
815-663-8701 (home)

November 9, 2014 – St. Nektarios, the Wonderworker of Aegina
Matins (Morning Prayer), 9:00 AM :: Divine Liturgy, 10:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School, 9:15 AM (downstairs)

Today’s Holy Bread: Kh. Katherine Buss, David Anderson, and the Kishlers
Next Week: Ron and Dottie Malooley
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5):
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
Troparion for St. Nektarios (Tone 1):
The offspring of Selyvria and the guardian of Aegina, the true friend of virtue who didst
appear in the last years, O Nektarios, we faithful honor thee as a Godly servant of Christ, for
thou pourest forth healings of every kind for those who piously cry out: Glory to Christ who
hath glorified thee! Glory to Him who hath made thee wondrous! Glory to Him who worketh
healings for all through thee!
Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4):
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and succour of the poor and needy,
a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among martyrs, the
victory-clad George: Intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.

_________________________
Any announcements for the Sunday bulletin? Please submit by Wednesday each week to Fr. Andrew, by email or phone.
If you are not on the church’s email list and would like to be, please let Fr. Andrew know.
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Kontakion for the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone 2):
The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure- house of
the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace which is in the
divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the heavenly tabernacle.

Scripture Readings
The Saints shall boast in glory. Sing unto the Lord a new song.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (5:8-19)
Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do
in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
making the most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:41-56)
At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and
falling at Jesus’ feet, he besought Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter,
about twelve years of age, and she was dying. As Jesus went, the people pressed round Him.
And a woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had spent all her living
upon physicians, and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind Him, and touched the
fringe of His garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, “Who was
it that touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the multitudes surround Thee and
press upon Thee! And Thou sayest, ‘Who touched Me?’” But Jesus said, “Someone touched
Me; for I perceive that power has gone forth from Me.” And when the woman saw that she
was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of
all the people why she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. And
Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” While Jesus was still
speaking, a man from the ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble
the Teacher anymore.” But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and
she shall be well.” And when Jesus came to the house, He permitted no one to enter with
Him, except Peter and James and John, and the father and mother of the child. And all were
weeping and bewailing her; but Jesus said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.”
And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand Jesus called,
saying, “Child, arise.” And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and Jesus directed that
something should be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed; but He charged them to
tell no one what had happened.

Announcements and Upcoming Events
For a full calendar of events and services at St. George, see our website, www.stgeorgeorthodox.org.
Upcoming events and services:
• Wednesday, Nov. 12: Evening Prayer and Bible Study, 6:00 PM
• Saturday, Nov. 15: First day of Advent (see note below). Vespers, 5:00 PM
• Next Sunday, Nov. 16: Matins, 9:00 AM; Sunday School, 9:15 AM (downstairs); Divine
Liturgy, 10:00 AM
Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of Olga Farral. Our dear Olga passed
away this past Monday morning, at the age of 93. I had been visiting her in her home about
once a week for the past few months, and before she passed, she said, “Tell everyone at St.
George that I love them and miss them.” Her funeral was this past Friday morning in Erie,
and we will have her memorial prayers here at St. George in the coming weeks, at the family’s
request. May her memory be eternal!
The Season of Advent
Our Orthodox Advent season is a fasting season to prepare our souls and bodies for the
celebration of Christmas. Advent begins 40 days before Christmas, on November 15. Please
do not neglect the traditional disciplines of fasting (at least from meat), prayer (a good time to
begin attending our Wednesday or Saturday night services!) and almsgiving. All coffee hour
food during that time should be meatless. Please see Fr. Andrew if you have any questions
about this.
Children and Youth
St. George’s Church school program will continue every Sunday through the fall and winter.
We will continue our lessons on each Sunday’s Gospel to open our children’s minds and hearts
to the readings of Holy Scripture during Liturgy. Please see Khouria Patty if you have any
questions. Thank you to Patrice Nimee and Kh. Patty for agreeing to lead this ministry!
Coffee Hour Schedule
The new Holy Bread and Coffee Hour schedule for 2015 is available downstairs. Please look
over the names already listed on it and sign up for any additional weeks as your family desires.
Signing up for a week entails a donation for the Holy Bread, and providing the food for
coffee hour. On your week, please also make sure you provide Father with an updated list of
family prayer requests (living and deceased). Also know that you are welcome to submit
names and prayer requests to Fr. Andrew at any time for inclusion in the Liturgy.

