see Dee Khoury if any questions. One check will be sent from the Ladies of St. George for
the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets, given to area families in need. If you wish to
donate, make your check payable to “Ladies of St. George,” with “Advent Project” in
the memo line. Your support is appreciated!
Coffee Hour Schedule
The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour schedule for 2015 is downstairs. Please look over the
names already listed on it and sign up for any additional weeks as your family desires. Signing
up for a week entails a donation for the Holy Bread, and providing the food for coffee hour.
On your week, please also make sure you provide Father with an updated list of family prayer
requests (living and deceased). Also know that you are welcome to submit names and
prayer requests to Fr. Andrew at any time for inclusion in the Liturgy.
Raffle Tickets
Our friend Sally Favia of Apple Vacations has graciously donated to our church a trip for 2,
three nights all-inclusive vacation at the Iberostar Paraiso Del Mar in Riviera Maya, Mexico.
George Forsa is overseeing the sale of raffle tickets for $10 each. Most of them have been
sold, but we have about 45 more. Please see George if you are willing to sell any of
these additional tickets on behalf of the church. The trip may be taken anytime between
May 1 and Oct. 5, 2015, and we are asking all the tickets are sold by January 15 and the
drawing will take place at our annual meeting, January 25.
_________________________

:: Fr. Thomas Hopko, on the meaning of Genealogy Sunday ::
The gospel reading for the Divine Liturgy on the Sunday before Christmas is "the genealogy
of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham," taken from the gospel according to
St. Matthew. This genealogy lists the generations of people from Abraham to David, to the
Babylonian captivity of the people of Israel, to the birth of Jesus. It is a selected genealogy,
ending in the appearance of "Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ" (Mt 1:16). It differs from the genealogy presented in St. Luke's gospel which
begins with Jesus "being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph," and goes back all the way not
simply to Abraham but to Adam (Lk 3:23-38).
There are many purposes for presenting the genealogy of Jesus in the gospels, chief among
which is the affirmation that Jesus, being in truth the Son of God, as all the gospels testify, has
come "in the flesh" as a real human being. This affirmation was critically important in the time
of the apostles and the first Christian generations because, unlike today, the temptation of the
early period of Christianity was not to deny Jesus' divinity, but to deny His real and authentic
humanity.
_________________________
Any announcements for the Sunday bulletin? Please submit by Wednesday each week to Fr. Andrew, by email or phone.
If you are not on the church’s email list and would like to be, please let Fr. Andrew know.
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December 21, 2014 – Sunday of the Genealogy

Matins (Morning Prayer), 9:00 AM :: Divine Liturgy, 10:00 AM

Today’s Holy Bread and Coffee Hour: Sadie Malooley / Kim, Jeannie Leonard and family
Christmas Eve: Wayne and Genie Sanders
Next Sunday: OPEN
Memorials Today: Ed Malooley (10 years), Olga Farral (40 days)
May their memories be eternal!
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 3):
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead.
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the great mercy.
Troparion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone 4):
Be thou ready, O Bethlehem; for Eden hath been opened for all. Prepare, O Ephratha; for the
Tree of life hath blossomed forth in the cave from the Virgin; for her belly did appear as a
noetic paradise in which is planted the divine Plant, whereof eating we shall live and not die as
Adam. Verily, Christ shall be born, raising the likeness that fell of old.
Troparion for the Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Youths (Tone 2):
Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of
flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions
as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4):
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and succour of the poor and needy, a healing
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among martyrs, the victory-clad
George: Intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
Kontakion for Advent (Tone 3):
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth in an ineffable manner to the Word before the ages.
Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest. And glorify with the angels shepherds Him who
shall appear by His own will as a new babe, being God before the ages.
___________________
Scripture Readings
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
For Thou art justified in all that Thou hast done for us.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40)
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and
put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing
to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging,
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world
was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all
these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (1:1-25)
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father
of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon
the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of
Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of
Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the
father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at
the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father
of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud

the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the
father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David
were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and
from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus
Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call
His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall
be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he
called His Name Jesus.
___________________

Announcements and Upcoming Events
For a full calendar of events and services at St. George, see our website, www.stgeorgeorthodox.org.
December Events and Services:
• Today: December Parish Council meeting after Liturgy
• Christmas Eve (Wednesday): Vigil and Divine Liturgy, beginning 6:00 PM
• Christmas morning (Thursday): Matins with Holy Communion, 10:00 AM
• Saturday, Dec. 27: Vespers, 5:00 pm
• Next Sunday, Dec. 28: Matins, 9:00 AM; Divine Liturgy, 10:00 AM
• New Years Eve (Dec. 31): Divine Liturgy at 6:00 PM. In addition to the New Year, this is
the feast of Christ’s Circumcision and Naming, and St. Basil the Great. We will also commemorate St.
Seraphim of Sarov at this service, an important saint in the history of St. George Church!
January Events and Services:
• Sunday, Jan. 4: Blessing of the Holy Water at the end of the Liturgy. Fr. Andrew will
begin blessing homes at this time.
• Monday, Jan. 5: Divine Liturgy for the Theophany of our Lord, 6:00 PM
• Sunday, Jan. 18: January Parish Council meeting
• Sunday, Jan. 25: St. George Church Annual Meeting and Sausage Breakfast. Please mark
your calendars! All members of our church should make every effort to attend.
The Ladies of St. George: Advent Project
At the Nov. 16 meeting, the members voted to give $200 to Project Success, our local food
pantry, as an Advent project. All ladies of the church are asked to give something towards this;

