:: Excerpts from Mary, Our Cause of Rejoicing ::
His Grace Bishop Basil of Wichita
Who but Mary breastfed Him who feeds all of creation? Who but Mary carried in
her arms as mother Him who sustains and upholds all the universe? It was Mary
who upheld God, the Creator of all things visible and invisible, as He took His first
steps on this earth. She offered her little finger for a tiny hand to grasp. When the
child Jesus, as He must have done, scraped His knee or was hurt by some unkind
words of a playmate, and wept and came running to mother, it was Mary who
kissed the wound and made it feel better, or took Him in her arms and assured Him
that the unkind words and the sadness He felt would pass, that everything would
be all right. She brought comfort to God. And when God wept, when Jesus wept,
it was His mother, like every mother, who wiped away His tears. Mary wiped away
the tears from the face of God.
What is profound about this is not just the fact that these things happened, but that
Mary knew who it was that she supported with her little finger. She knew who it
was who suckled at her breast, whose diapers she changed. She knew who it was
whose wounds she kissed and bandaged, whose hurt feelings she comforted, and
whose tears she wiped away. Mary knew. …
It is not a theological proposition, but a simple fact, that God became man, He
became what you and I are in everything except our sin. And for that to be possible,
He needed a mother. The honors and prerogatives given to her during His earthly
life must pale compared to those accorded to her now that He is seated at the right
hand of His Father on the throne of glory, bearing the flesh and the blood which
He took from her. Her flesh and blood given to Him, her Son, sits at the right hand
of the Father and is accorded worship by thousands of angels and ten thousands of
archangels—her flesh and blood, the flesh and blood of Adam, the flesh and blood
which you and I share with her, and because of her, with our God. …
Mary is our boast, our cause of rejoicing, our sister, our mother, and most of all,
our intercessor. Let us honor her, love her, and bring our needs before her with the
innocent confidence of children who know that their mother will meet their needs
with love.
Any announcements for the Sunday bulletin? Please submit by Friday each week to Fr.
Andrew. If you do not receive the bulletin by email and would like to, let Father know.
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Sunday, August 23, 2015
Leave-Taking of the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos
Matins: 9:00 AM :: Divine Liturgy: 10:00 AM
Epistle Reader: George Forsa
Holy Bread/Coffee Hour: Beverly Malooley
Next Week’s Holy Bread/Coffee Hour: Mary Majerus
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 3):
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own
arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath
delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the great mercy.
Troparion of the Dormition (Tone 1):
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling-asleep
thou hast not forsaken the world; for living thou wast translated, being the Mother of Life.
Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4):
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and succour of the poor and needy, a
healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among martyrs, the victoryclad George: Intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
Kontakion of the Dormition (Tone 2):
Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, who is never rejected, neither tomb
nor death could control. But being the Mother of Life, He who dwelt in her ever-Virgin womb
did translate her to life.

Epistle and Gospel Readings
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands, all ye nations.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (15:1-11)
Brethren, I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the Gospel, which you
received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in
vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He rose on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as to
one untimely born, He appeared also to me. For I am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be called
an Apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am,
and His grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God, which is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we
preach and so you believed.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (19:16-26)
At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what
good deed must I do, to have eternal life?” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No
one is good but One, that is, God. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to
Him, “Which?” And Jesus said, “You shall not kill, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not
steal, you shall not bear false witness, honor your father and mother, and you shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All these I have observed; what do I still
lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this, he
went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to
you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But
Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.”

Announcements and Upcoming Events
For a full calendar of events and services at St. George, see our website, www.stgeorgeorthodox.org.

Upcoming Events and Services:
 No Wednesday prayer this week – Father will be out of town.
 Saturday, Aug. 29: Beheading of St. John the Baptist. Divine Liturgy, 10am;
no Saturday evening vespers.
 Next Sunday, Aug. 30: Matins, 9am and Divine Liturgy, 10am. Holy Bread and
Coffee Hour: Mary Majerus.
We offer our sincerest condolences today to the Malooley family, at the passing of our dear
Janet Malooley early yesterday morning. Janet was a long-time resident of Spring Valley and
member of St. George Church, well known and very well respected in the community.
As of today, the wake is scheduled for this Thursday evening and the burial service Friday
morning (Aug. 27-28), at Barto Funeral Home. May she rest in peace, and may her memory be
eternal!
Coffee Hour clean-up: Please note that coffee hour clean-up each Sunday in general should be
overseen by the family offering it. However, all of us are encouraged to do our part to bus our
own tables and help as we are able. What we should not have is the same few ladies cleaning up
every week. Thank you!
Building project: The parish council last week began discussions on the possibility of expanding
our current building to accommodate our growing families and increasing attendance. We are
excited about the development, but of course we can only accomplish this with the blessing of
our bishop, and the approval and full support of our entire membership. More information will
be made available in the coming weeks. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to talk
with Father Andrew or with our building exploratory committee, Mark Kerasotes, Mike Kasap,
and Matt Rowan.
Sunday school for children and teens will resume mid-September. We will keep you posted!

